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 1          (Staff Exhibit Nos. 1 through 9

 2 premarked.)

 3          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  I will call

 4 this hearing to order.  This hearing is required by

 5 the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978

 6 also known as PURPA and the amendments thereto

 7 under the Infrastructure and Investment and Jobs

 8 Act of 2021 also known as the IIJA.

 9          PURPA became law in 1978 as part of the

10 National Energy Act, and it was designed to

11 conserve energy, optimize efficient use of

12 facilities and resources by utilities, and to

13 insure equitable rates to electric customers.  On

14 occasion new PURPA standards are proposed by

15 Congress for consideration and possible adoption.

16 Utilities like Santee Cooper must consider these

17 standards.

18          The IIJA added new standards involving

19 electric vehicle charging programs, demand response

20 practices, and rate recovery of demand response

21 programs.  Santee Cooper is considering these new

22 PURPA standards, and we requested public

23 participation as part of that process.  So to

24 encourage public participation we're holding this

25 public hearing, presenting witnesses to discuss the
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 1 standards, allowing an opportunity for public

 2 comment during the hearing, and requesting that

 3 interested parties file written comments.

 4          This hearing will be held over two days in

 5 two locations, today, and then after today the

 6 hearing will carry forward to tomorrow, May 9,

 7 2023, beginning at 11:00 a.m. at Santee Cooper's

 8 Moncks Corner campus in the McCall auditorium.

 9          I'll introduce the hearing panel for this

10 hearing as we were appointed by Santee Cooper's

11 president and chief executive officer, Jimmy

12 Staton, and the panel consists of Vicky Budreau to

13 my left, Santee Cooper's chief customer officer;

14 Bryan Lewis to my right, Santee Cooper's director

15 of customer service retail; and myself, Pamela

16 Williams, chief public affairs officer and general

17 counsel.

18          We are here to conduct the hearings and

19 create the record and will present a report and

20 recommendations to Santee Cooper's board of

21 directors, who will make the ultimate decision

22 about adopting the standards.

23          We gave public notice of the hearing

24 through publication in newspapers and posting on

25 Santee Cooper's website.  The notice described in
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 1 detail the standards to be considered that will be

 2 discussed today.  These notices also informed the

 3 public that if anyone intended to make comments at

 4 the hearing, they were to express interest in doing

 5 so by May 1, 2023.  I have not received any request

 6 or notice that anyone would be here other than the

 7 witnesses to be presented by Santee Cooper.

 8          With that said, interested parties will

 9 have until June 8, 2023, to submit written

10 comments.  Megan Driggers, in-house counsel for

11 Santee Cooper, is going to present the witnesses

12 and exhibits.

13          MS. DRIGGERS:  Thank you very much.

14 Again, I'm Megan Driggers, in-house counsel at

15 Santee Cooper, and I represent Santee Cooper staff

16 for purposes of this proceeding.

17          Santee Cooper's staff will be presenting

18 three witnesses and nine exhibits.  The three

19 witnesses will be sponsoring substantive, direct,

20 prefiled testimony addressing the proposed

21 standards which are the subject of this proceeding.

22          Steven Roys' testimony covers electric

23 vehicle programs of Santee Cooper, Ashley

24 Millwood's testimony addresses Santee Cooper's

25 demand response program, and Mike Smith's testimony
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 1 gives a summary of Santee Cooper's cost recovery

 2 and rate mechanisms related to demand response.

 3          The testimony of the three witnesses was

 4 made available to the public on March 31, 2023, via

 5 Santee Cooper's PURPA website at

 6 www.santeecooper.com/PURPA.  The testimony will

 7 remain on that website to facilitate additional

 8 public comment.

 9          At this time I'm going to request the

10 panel take notice of two exhibits that serve as the

11 predicate for this proceeding.  A document that the

12 court reporter has premarked Exhibit S-1, this is

13 the August 22, 2022, board resolution adopted by

14 Santee Cooper's board of directors titled

15 Consideration of Proposed Federal Regulatory

16 Standards Added to PURPA by the Infrastructure and

17 Jobs Act of 2021.

18          The second document that I ask the panel

19 to take notice of has been premarked Exhibit S-2.

20 This is an interoffice communication from Santee

21 Cooper president and CEO Jimmy Staton appointing

22 the panel for the 2023 PURPA hearings.

23          I also ask the panel to take notice of

24 three additional documents, S-3, S-4, and S-5.

25 These documents are affidavits of publication of
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 1 hearing notices.  Santee Cooper caused to be

 2 published -- in setting the basis caused to be

 3 published in papers of general circulation setting

 4 the basis of the hearing, time, location, and means

 5 of participation.  These were published in The Post

 6 and Courier, The Georgetown Times, and the Sun News

 7 Myrtle Beach.  I will introduce them in turn.

 8          Document S-3 is a notarized affidavit from

 9 the advertising clerk of The Post and Courier

10 stating the notice of PURPA hearing was published

11 in their paper in their print and web version on

12 May 11, 2023.  Notice and tear sheet were included.

13          The document premarked as 4 is the

14 affidavit of publication from The Georgetown Times

15 advertising department confirming the notice of

16 hearing was published for Santee Cooper on March

17 22, 2023, in both their print and on-line versions.

18 Notice and tear sheet were included.

19          To round out the publication documents the

20 document premarked Exhibit S-5 is the notarized

21 affidavit of publication from The Sun News, a

22 Myrtle Beach area newspaper.  It was published in

23 The Sun News March 13, 2023, publication, and the

24 affidavit includes a tear sheet.

25          Finally before I introduce witnesses I
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 1 would ask the panel to take notice of S-6.  This

 2 document is a screen shot of Santee Cooper's PURPA

 3 website.  This is available to the public at

 4 santeecooper.com/PURPA.  It can be navigated to

 5 from the main page or directly using that address.

 6 This site went live on March 14, 2023.  The website

 7 gives a background of the standards, information

 8 regarding dates and times of the hearing, deadlines

 9 for in-person participation requests, and deadlines

10 and the process for submitting written comments.

11 As I noted, prefiled testimony was included on this

12 website, and this web page will remain active and

13 updated.  I'll bring it up to you all here.

14          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you,

15 Ms. Driggers.

16          MS. DRIGGERS:  At this time on behalf of

17 the staff I would like to call our first witness,

18 Steven Roys.

19                    STEVEN ROYS,

20 having been first duly sworn, was examined and

21 testified as follows:

22                    EXAMINATION

23 BY MS. DRIGGERS:

24     Q.   Can you state your full name for the

25 record and spell it, please.
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 1     A.   Steven Roys, S T E V E N, R O Y S.

 2     Q.   Thank you.  I'm going to show you a

 3 five-page document.  It's titled Direct Testimony

 4 of Steven Roys on Behalf of South Carolina Public

 5 Service Authority.  It has been premarked as Staff

 6 Exhibit 7.

 7          Do you recognize this document?

 8     A.   Yes.

 9     Q.   Was this document prepared by you or under

10 your supervision for purposes of this hearing?

11     A.   Yes.

12     Q.   If I were to ask you the same questions

13 that are within that document today, would your

14 answers be the same?

15     A.   Yes.

16     Q.   Do you have any changes you would like to

17 make to your prepared testimony?

18     A.   No.

19          MS. DRIGGERS:  Then I have no further

20 questions of this witness and offer the witness for

21 examination.

22          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Any questions

23 from the panel?

24          MR. LEWIS:  No.

25          MS. BUDREAU:  No.
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 1          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you.

 2 You may step down.

 3          (Witness excused.)

 4          MS. DRIGGERS:  At this time on behalf of

 5 the staff I call Ashley Millwood.

 6                  ASHLEY MILLWOOD,

 7 having been first duly sworn, was examined and

 8 testified as follows:

 9                    EXAMINATION

10 BY MS. DRIGGERS:

11     Q.   Will you please state your first name and

12 last name for the record, please.

13     A.   It's Ashley Millwood.  It's spelled A S H

14 L E Y, M I L L W O O D.

15     Q.   What is your position with Santee Cooper?

16     A.   I'm a Financial Analyst III and also the

17 project manager for demand response.

18     Q.   I am going to show you a seven-page

19 document titled Direct Testimony of Ashley Millwood

20 on Behalf of Santee Cooper Public Service Authority

21 that has been premarked as Staff Exhibit 8.

22          Do you recognize this document?

23     A.   Yes.

24     Q.   Was this document prepared by you or under

25 your supervision for purposes of this hearing?
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 1     A.   Yes.

 2     Q.   If I ask you the same questions today that

 3 are contained in that document, would your answers

 4 be the same as you set forth?

 5     A.   Yes.

 6     Q.   Any changes you would like to make to this

 7 direct testimony?

 8     A.   No.

 9          MS. DRIGGERS:  Thank you.  I have no

10 further questions of this witness and offer her for

11 examination.

12          MR. LEWIS:  I have no questions.

13          MS. BUDREAU:  No questions.

14          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  You may step

15 down.

16          (Witness excused.)

17          MS. DRIGGERS:  At this time on behalf of

18 the staff I call Mike Smith.

19                   MICHAEL SMITH,

20 having been first duly sworn, was examined and

21 testified as follows:

22                    EXAMINATION

23 BY MS. DRIGGERS:

24     Q.   Would you please state your name for the

25 record and spell it, please.
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 1     A.   Michael Smith, M I C H A E L, S M I T H.

 2     Q.   What is your position with Santee Cooper?

 3     A.   I'm the director of billing and pricing.

 4     Q.   I'm going to show you a four-page document

 5 titled Direct Testimony of Michael Smith on Behalf

 6 of the South Carolina Public Service Authority that

 7 has been premarked Staff Exhibit S-9.

 8          Do you recognize this document?

 9     A.   I do.

10     Q.   Was this document prepared by you or under

11 your supervision for purposes of this hearing?

12     A.   It was.

13     Q.   If I were to ask you today the questions

14 contained in that document, would the answers be

15 the same?

16     A.   They would.

17     Q.   Any changes you would like to make to the

18 testimony?

19     A.   No.

20          MS. DRIGGERS:  I offer this witness for

21 examination.

22          MR. LEWIS:  No questions.

23          MS. BUDREAU:  No questions.

24          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you.

25 You may step down.
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 1          (Witness excused.)

 2          MS. DRIGGERS:  I'll ask at this time for

 3 the witnesses to be excused if they so choose.

 4          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  You may be

 5 excused if you so choose.

 6          MS. DRIGGERS:  Santee Cooper has no

 7 further witnesses.  Before resting I would like to

 8 move for admission of staff exhibits premarked S-1

 9 to S-9 inclusive.

10          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Approved.

11          MS. DRIGGERS:  I have nothing additional,

12 and on behalf of the staff of Santee Cooper we rest

13 at this time.

14          PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you.

15 Since there is no one else here to present evidence

16 or testimony, we will conclude today's hearing and

17 will reconvene tomorrow, May 9, 2023, at 11:00 a.m.

18 in the McCall auditorium in Moncks Corner, South

19 Carolina.  Thank you all.

20          (The hearing concluded at 4:15 p.m.)

21

22

23

24

25
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 1 CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

 2 COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

 3

 4          I, Carol T. Lucic, Registered Professional
Reporter and Notary Public for the State of South

 5 Carolina at Large, do hereby certify that the
foregoing hearing was taken at the time and

 6 location therein stated; that the testimony of the
witnesses and all objections made at the time of

 7 the hearing were recorded stenographically by me
and were thereafter transcribed by computer-aided

 8 transcription; that the foregoing is a full,
complete, and true record of the hearing.

 9

10          I further certify that I am neither
related to nor counsel for any party to the cause

11 pending or interested in the events thereof.

12
         Witness my hand, I have hereunto affixed

13 my official seal on May 18, 2023, at Charleston,
Charleston County, South Carolina.

14

15                    Carol T. Lucic
                   NCRA MERIT REPORTER

16                    REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL REPORTER

17

18 My Commission expires:  November 27, 2027
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 1           (Staff Exhibit Nos. 1 through 9 

 2  premarked.)

 3           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  I will call 

 4  this hearing to order.  This hearing is required by 

 5  the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 

 6  also known as PURPA and the amendments thereto 

 7  under the Infrastructure and Investment and Jobs 

 8  Act of 2021 also known as the IIJA.  

 9           PURPA became law in 1978 as part of the 

10  National Energy Act, and it was designed to 

11  conserve energy, optimize efficient use of 

12  facilities and resources by utilities, and to 

13  insure equitable rates to electric customers.  On 

14  occasion new PURPA standards are proposed by 

15  Congress for consideration and possible adoption.  

16  Utilities like Santee Cooper must consider these 

17  standards.  

18           The IIJA added new standards involving 

19  electric vehicle charging programs, demand response 

20  practices, and rate recovery of demand response 

21  programs.  Santee Cooper is considering these new 

22  PURPA standards, and we requested public 

23  participation as part of that process.  So to 

24  encourage public participation we're holding this 

25  public hearing, presenting witnesses to discuss the 
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 1  standards, allowing an opportunity for public 

 2  comment during the hearing, and requesting that 

 3  interested parties file written comments.  

 4           This hearing will be held over two days in 

 5  two locations, today, and then after today the 

 6  hearing will carry forward to tomorrow, May 9, 

 7  2023, beginning at 11:00 a.m. at Santee Cooper's 

 8  Moncks Corner campus in the McCall auditorium.  

 9           I'll introduce the hearing panel for this 

10  hearing as we were appointed by Santee Cooper's 

11  president and chief executive officer, Jimmy 

12  Staton, and the panel consists of Vicky Budreau to 

13  my left, Santee Cooper's chief customer officer; 

14  Bryan Lewis to my right, Santee Cooper's director 

15  of customer service retail; and myself, Pamela 

16  Williams, chief public affairs officer and general 

17  counsel.  

18           We are here to conduct the hearings and 

19  create the record and will present a report and 

20  recommendations to Santee Cooper's board of 

21  directors, who will make the ultimate decision 

22  about adopting the standards.  

23           We gave public notice of the hearing 

24  through publication in newspapers and posting on 

25  Santee Cooper's website.  The notice described in 
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 1  detail the standards to be considered that will be 

 2  discussed today.  These notices also informed the 

 3  public that if anyone intended to make comments at 

 4  the hearing, they were to express interest in doing 

 5  so by May 1, 2023.  I have not received any request 

 6  or notice that anyone would be here other than the 

 7  witnesses to be presented by Santee Cooper.  

 8           With that said, interested parties will 

 9  have until June 8, 2023, to submit written 

10  comments.  Megan Driggers, in-house counsel for 

11  Santee Cooper, is going to present the witnesses 

12  and exhibits.

13           MS. DRIGGERS:  Thank you very much.  

14  Again, I'm Megan Driggers, in-house counsel at 

15  Santee Cooper, and I represent Santee Cooper staff 

16  for purposes of this proceeding.  

17           Santee Cooper's staff will be presenting 

18  three witnesses and nine exhibits.  The three 

19  witnesses will be sponsoring substantive, direct, 

20  prefiled testimony addressing the proposed 

21  standards which are the subject of this proceeding.  

22           Steven Roys' testimony covers electric 

23  vehicle programs of Santee Cooper, Ashley 

24  Millwood's testimony addresses Santee Cooper's 

25  demand response program, and Mike Smith's testimony 
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 1  gives a summary of Santee Cooper's cost recovery 

 2  and rate mechanisms related to demand response.  

 3           The testimony of the three witnesses was 

 4  made available to the public on March 31, 2023, via 

 5  Santee Cooper's PURPA website at 

 6  www.santeecooper.com/PURPA.  The testimony will 

 7  remain on that website to facilitate additional 

 8  public comment.  

 9           At this time I'm going to request the 

10  panel take notice of two exhibits that serve as the 

11  predicate for this proceeding.  A document that the 

12  court reporter has premarked Exhibit S-1, this is 

13  the August 22, 2022, board resolution adopted by 

14  Santee Cooper's board of directors titled 

15  Consideration of Proposed Federal Regulatory 

16  Standards Added to PURPA by the Infrastructure and 

17  Jobs Act of 2021.  

18           The second document that I ask the panel 

19  to take notice of has been premarked Exhibit S-2.  

20  This is an interoffice communication from Santee 

21  Cooper president and CEO Jimmy Staton appointing 

22  the panel for the 2023 PURPA hearings.  

23           I also ask the panel to take notice of 

24  three additional documents, S-3, S-4, and S-5.  

25  These documents are affidavits of publication of 
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 1  hearing notices.  Santee Cooper caused to be 

 2  published -- in setting the basis caused to be 

 3  published in papers of general circulation setting 

 4  the basis of the hearing, time, location, and means 

 5  of participation.  These were published in The Post 

 6  and Courier, The Georgetown Times, and the Sun News 

 7  Myrtle Beach.  I will introduce them in turn.  

 8           Document S-3 is a notarized affidavit from 

 9  the advertising clerk of The Post and Courier 

10  stating the notice of PURPA hearing was published 

11  in their paper in their print and web version on 

12  May 11, 2023.  Notice and tear sheet were included.  

13           The document premarked as 4 is the 

14  affidavit of publication from The Georgetown Times 

15  advertising department confirming the notice of 

16  hearing was published for Santee Cooper on March 

17  22, 2023, in both their print and on-line versions.  

18  Notice and tear sheet were included.  

19           To round out the publication documents the 

20  document premarked Exhibit S-5 is the notarized 

21  affidavit of publication from The Sun News, a 

22  Myrtle Beach area newspaper.  It was published in 

23  The Sun News March 13, 2023, publication, and the 

24  affidavit includes a tear sheet.  

25           Finally before I introduce witnesses I 
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 1  would ask the panel to take notice of S-6.  This 

 2  document is a screen shot of Santee Cooper's PURPA 

 3  website.  This is available to the public at 

 4  santeecooper.com/PURPA.  It can be navigated to 

 5  from the main page or directly using that address.  

 6  This site went live on March 14, 2023.  The website 

 7  gives a background of the standards, information 

 8  regarding dates and times of the hearing, deadlines 

 9  for in-person participation requests, and deadlines 

10  and the process for submitting written comments.  

11  As I noted, prefiled testimony was included on this 

12  website, and this web page will remain active and 

13  updated.  I'll bring it up to you all here.

14           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you, 

15  Ms. Driggers.  

16           MS. DRIGGERS:  At this time on behalf of 

17  the staff I would like to call our first witness, 

18  Steven Roys.  

19                     STEVEN ROYS,

20  having been first duly sworn, was examined and 

21  testified as follows:

22                     EXAMINATION

23  BY MS. DRIGGERS:

24      Q.   Can you state your full name for the 

25  record and spell it, please.  
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 1      A.   Steven Roys, S T E V E N, R O Y S.

 2      Q.   Thank you.  I'm going to show you a 

 3  five-page document.  It's titled Direct Testimony 

 4  of Steven Roys on Behalf of South Carolina Public 

 5  Service Authority.  It has been premarked as Staff 

 6  Exhibit 7. 

 7           Do you recognize this document?

 8      A.   Yes.

 9      Q.   Was this document prepared by you or under 

10  your supervision for purposes of this hearing?

11      A.   Yes.

12      Q.   If I were to ask you the same questions 

13  that are within that document today, would your 

14  answers be the same?

15      A.   Yes.

16      Q.   Do you have any changes you would like to 

17  make to your prepared testimony?

18      A.   No.

19           MS. DRIGGERS:  Then I have no further 

20  questions of this witness and offer the witness for 

21  examination.

22           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Any questions 

23  from the panel?  

24           MR. LEWIS:  No.

25           MS. BUDREAU:  No.
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 1           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you.  

 2  You may step down.  

 3           (Witness excused.)

 4           MS. DRIGGERS:  At this time on behalf of 

 5  the staff I call Ashley Millwood.  

 6                   ASHLEY MILLWOOD,

 7  having been first duly sworn, was examined and 

 8  testified as follows:

 9                     EXAMINATION

10  BY MS. DRIGGERS:  

11      Q.   Will you please state your first name and 

12  last name for the record, please.  

13      A.   It's Ashley Millwood.  It's spelled A S H 

14  L E Y, M I L L W O O D.

15      Q.   What is your position with Santee Cooper?

16      A.   I'm a Financial Analyst III and also the 

17  project manager for demand response.

18      Q.   I am going to show you a seven-page 

19  document titled Direct Testimony of Ashley Millwood 

20  on Behalf of Santee Cooper Public Service Authority 

21  that has been premarked as Staff Exhibit 8.

22           Do you recognize this document?

23      A.   Yes.

24      Q.   Was this document prepared by you or under 

25  your supervision for purposes of this hearing?
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 1      A.   Yes.

 2      Q.   If I ask you the same questions today that 

 3  are contained in that document, would your answers 

 4  be the same as you set forth?

 5      A.   Yes.

 6      Q.   Any changes you would like to make to this 

 7  direct testimony?

 8      A.   No.

 9           MS. DRIGGERS:  Thank you.  I have no 

10  further questions of this witness and offer her for 

11  examination.

12           MR. LEWIS:  I have no questions.

13           MS. BUDREAU:  No questions.

14           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  You may step 

15  down.

16           (Witness excused.)

17           MS. DRIGGERS:  At this time on behalf of 

18  the staff I call Mike Smith.  

19                    MICHAEL SMITH,

20  having been first duly sworn, was examined and 

21  testified as follows:

22                     EXAMINATION

23  BY MS. DRIGGERS:

24      Q.   Would you please state your name for the 

25  record and spell it, please.  
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 1      A.   Michael Smith, M I C H A E L, S M I T H.

 2      Q.   What is your position with Santee Cooper?

 3      A.   I'm the director of billing and pricing.

 4      Q.   I'm going to show you a four-page document 

 5  titled Direct Testimony of Michael Smith on Behalf 

 6  of the South Carolina Public Service Authority that 

 7  has been premarked Staff Exhibit S-9.  

 8           Do you recognize this document?

 9      A.   I do.

10      Q.   Was this document prepared by you or under 

11  your supervision for purposes of this hearing?

12      A.   It was.

13      Q.   If I were to ask you today the questions 

14  contained in that document, would the answers be 

15  the same?

16      A.   They would.

17      Q.   Any changes you would like to make to the 

18  testimony?

19      A.   No.  

20           MS. DRIGGERS:  I offer this witness for 

21  examination.

22           MR. LEWIS:  No questions.  

23           MS. BUDREAU:  No questions.

24           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you.  

25  You may step down.  
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 1           (Witness excused.)

 2           MS. DRIGGERS:  I'll ask at this time for 

 3  the witnesses to be excused if they so choose.

 4           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  You may be 

 5  excused if you so choose.

 6           MS. DRIGGERS:  Santee Cooper has no 

 7  further witnesses.  Before resting I would like to 

 8  move for admission of staff exhibits premarked S-1 

 9  to S-9 inclusive.

10           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Approved.  

11           MS. DRIGGERS:  I have nothing additional, 

12  and on behalf of the staff of Santee Cooper we rest 

13  at this time.

14           PRESIDING OFFICER WILLIAMS:  Thank you.  

15  Since there is no one else here to present evidence 

16  or testimony, we will conclude today's hearing and 

17  will reconvene tomorrow, May 9, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. 

18  in the McCall auditorium in Moncks Corner, South 

19  Carolina.  Thank you all.

20           (The hearing concluded at 4:15 p.m.)
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